
Anarchy Melts  
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It’s right around  
the next bend 

June 21st & 22nd 
 

Don't miss it! 
 

For information call 
Chris 953%0308 
Laurie 827%3280 
Jarrett 523%2461 
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our budget. 
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The Bunny Hop spring dance was very poorly attended – 
only 40 people came. The dance lost $1,100. Intergroup 
reps are asked to talk to their groups about why they aren’t 
supporting the dances, and what they’d like to see happen 
in activities. This will be discussed at the May SCIF General 
meeting. 
The next scheduled activity is the Annual Family Picnic on 
July 5th. 
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After some research, Barbara has decided that the Carpen%
ters Union Hall will be the venue for this year’s alcathons. 
She will work with the Treasurer to put down the deposit 
on the hall. 
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Dave showed us the May newsletter, and thanked us for al%
lowing him to be of service for 2+ years as the Newsletter 
Chair. 
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Sean noted that there were a lot of new Reps tonight, and 
reminded them to bring information about SCIF to their 
groups. He will be looking at which meetings have not been 
represented in the last three months, and will reach out to 
get them to elect and send Reps. His goal is to have 50% of 
the weekly groups represented. 
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The next seminar will be held on May 14th, from 6:30%8pm 
in Petaluma at the Elim Lutheran Church, 504 Baker Street. 
Doug is open to ideas for future seminar topics, those with 
requests or ideas can call him – phone number in the news%

letter. 
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Dave was not present – Bob K. gave the report. Teleservice’s 
goal is to provide a live person on the AA hotline 24/7. 
Their meeting is the 2nd Monday of the month at 6pm at 
the Bookstore. Currently open shifts are: Sunday overnight 
(10p%9a) and Monday 5%9pm. Rich S. is compiling a 12th%
step list, call him if you’d like to be added. 
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The purpose of Bridging the Gap (BTG) is to introduce 
newly%released residents of treatment facilities to AA. By 
providing a temporary contact who takes people to their 
first meeting, BTG helps newcomers make the transition to 
AA in their community. If you are interested in volunteer%
ing, you need 6+ months of sobriety and a working knowl%
edge of the 12 steps. Transportation is also helpful. BTG 
could especially use help at the committee level. The busi%
ness meeting is the 3rd Tuesday at 7pm at the Bookstore. 
Thanks to everyone who is making these announcements at 
meetings; BTG is getting a good response. In April, there 
were 35 total contacts – 20 local, 9 out of the district, 6 out 
of the area. 
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Hospitals and Institutions (H&I) takes meetings and litera%
ture into people who can’t get out. The business meeting is 
the 1st Wed at the Senior Center on Bennett Valley Road in 
Santa Rosa. New rep orientation is at 5:30pm, the business 
meeting is at 6pm. 
��0����
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Public Information/Cooperation with the Professional Com%
munity distributes literature to libraries, police stations, 
courts, and other locations. They also send speakers to 
share what AA is and is not. Their business meeting is the 
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Believe it or not we are 
almost to the Cache Creek 
Trip final payment time. If 
you have your deposit in, 
please mail you final 
payment as soon as 
possible. There are still a 
few spaces left but they go 
very fast right about now. 
Don't be left out!  

 

 

The trip is the weekend of June 21 & 22, but payments 
coming in ASAP help us to secure more spaces if we need 
them. Come one, Come all...if you haven't been on this 
trip, well...it's a trip. But if you miss it this year, don't 
worry. All you'll miss is an entire weekend of fun, sun, 
and fellowship for the minimal price of $140. That 
includes rafting, food, campsite, and some very "suspect" 
pirates that pilot the river with water guns. It truly is a 
weekend many folks look forward to every year. 

Paul S. 
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It may be that Alcoholics Anonymous is a new form of human society. 
The first of our 12 Points of A.A. Tradition states, "Each member of Alcoholics Anonymous is but a small part of a great 
whole. A.A. must continue to live or most of us will surely die. Hence our common welfare comes first. But individual 
welfare follows close afterward". This is a recognition, common in all forms of society, that the individual must 
sometimes place the welfare of his fellows ahead of his own uncontrolled desires. Were the individual to yield nothing to 
the common welfare there could be no society at all%%only self%will run riot; anarchy in the worst sense of that word. 
��������
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Yet Point Three in our A.A. Tradition looks like a wide%open invitation to anarchy. Seemingly, it contradicts Point One. It 
reads, "Our membership ought to include all who suffer alcoholism. Hence we may refuse none who wish to recover. Nor 
ought A.A. membership ever depend on money or conformity. Any two or three alcoholics gathered together for sobriety 
may call themselves an A.A. Group". This clearly implies that an alcoholic is a member if he says so; that we can't deny 
him his membership; that we can't demand from him a cent; that we can't force our beliefs or practices upon him; that he 
may flout everything we stand for and still be a member. In fact, our Tradition carries the principle of independence for 
the individual to such an apparently fantastic length that, so long as there is the slightest interest in sobriety, the most 
unmoral, the most anti%social, the most critical alcoholic may gather about him a few kindred spirits and announce to us 
that a new Alcoholics Anonymous Group has been formed. Anti%God, anti%medicine, anti%our Recovery Program, even anti%
each other%%these rampant individuals are still an A.A. Group if they think so! 
Our non%alcoholic friends sometimes exclaim, "Did we hear you say that A.A. has a sound social structure? You must be 
joking. To us, your Tradition Number Three looks about as firmly grounded as the Tower of Babel. In your Point One you 
plainly say that group welfare comes first. Then you evidently proceed, in Point Three, to tell every A.A. that nobody can 
stop him if he thinks and does exactly what he pleases! True enough, your Second Point speaks vaguely about an ultimate 
authority, 'A loving God as he may express himself in our Group conscience'. With all deference to your views, that Point 
does look just a little impractical to outsiders. After all, the whole world today is but the sad story of how most men have 
lost their conscience and so cannot find their way. Now come you alcoholics (unstable people, too, you'll admit) and you 
blandly tell us: 1. That A.A. is a beautiful socialism%%most democratic. 2. That A.A. is also a dictatorship, its members 
subject to the benign rule of God. And finally, 3. That A.A. is so very individualistic that the organization cannot 
discipline its own members for misbehavior or unbelief. 
���1
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"So," continue our friends, "within the society of Alcoholics Anonymous it appears to us that you have a democracy, a 
dictatorship and an anarchy, all functioning at once. Do these sleep quietly in the same bed%%these same concepts whose 
conflict is tearing apart our world of today? Yet we know that A.A. works. So you people must have somehow become 
reconciled to these great forces. Tell us, if you can, what holds A.A. together? Why doesn't A.A. tear apart, too? If each A.
A. has personal liberty which can amount to license, why doesn't your A.A. society blow up? It ought to, yet it doesn't." 
Our friends of the world outside, so puzzled over this paradox, are apt to miss a most significant statement as they read 
our Point One. It is this: "A.A. must continue to live or most of us will surely die." 
That stark assertion carries a world of meaning for every member of Alcoholics Anonymous. While it is perfectly true 
that no A.A. group can possibly coerce an alcoholic to contribute money, to conform to the 12 Steps of our Recovery 
Program or to the 12 Points of A.A. Tradition, each A.A. member is, nevertheless, most powerfully compelled, in the long 
run, to do these very things. The truth is, that in the life of each A.A. member, there still lurks a tyrant. His name is 
Alcohol. He is cunning, ruthless. And his weapons are misery, insanity and death. No matter how long we may be sober, 
he always stands at each man's elbow, ever watchful of an opportunity to resume his destruction. Like an agent of the 
Gestapo he ever threatens each A.A. citizen with torture or extinction. Unless, of course, the A.A. citizen is willing to live 
unselfishly, often placing the welfare of A.A. as a whole ahead of his own personal plans and ambitions. Apparently no 
human being can force alcoholics to live happily and usefully together. But Mr. John Barleycorn can%%and he often does! 
��--��
�����
������

A story will illustrate: Some time ago we made a long list of our seeming failures in the first years of A.A. Every alcoholic 
on the list had been given a good exposure. Most of them had attended A.A. meetings for several months. After slipping 
and sliding around they had all disappeared. Some said they were not alcoholic. Others couldn't stand for our belief in 
God. Many had developed intense resentments toward their fellows. Anarchists at heart, they could not conform to our 
society. And because our society did not conform to them, they quit. But only temporarily. Over the years, most of these 
so%called failures have returned, often becoming magnificent members. We never ran after them; they returned of their 
own accord. Each time I spot one newly back, I ask him why he has rejoined our fold. Invariably his answer runs like this: 
"When I first contacted A.A. I learned that alcoholism is a disease; an obsession of the mind that compels us to drink, and 
a sensitivity of the body that condemns us to go mad or die if we keep on. I also learned that A.A. worked, at least for 
some alcoholics. But I then disliked A.A. methods, hated some of the alcoholics I met there and I still toyed with the idea 
that I could do the job of quitting all by myself. After several more years of terrible drinking, which I found I was 
powerless to control, I gave up. I returned to A.A. because it was the only place left to go; I'd tried everything else. Arrived 
at this point, I knew that I must act quickly; that I must adopt the 12 Steps of the A.A. Recovery Program; that I must 
cease hating my fellow alcoholics; that I must now take my place among them as a very small part of that great whole, the 
society of Alcoholics Anonymous. It all boiled down to a simple question of 'do or die'. I had to conform to A.A. 
principles%%or else. No more anarchy for me. So I'm back." 
This illustration shows why we of A.A. must needs hang together "or else hang separately." We are players at a stern drama where 
death is the prompter to those who falter. Could anyone imagine a more powerful restraint upon us than this? 

Continued next month. Roger. 
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“Too much of my life has been spent in dwelling upon the faults 
of others. This is a most subtle and perverse form of self%
satisfaction, which permits us to remain comfortably unaware of 
our own defects. Too often we are heard to say, "If it weren't for 
him (or her), how happy I'd be!" [Letter from Bill W., 1966] 

Welcome to new H&I meeting reps Lizzie, representing the Oaks 
Fellowship (Campobello) Group; Scott, Yulupa Lodge Group; 
Elaine, Serenity Fellowship; Don, Guerneville Fellowship; and 

Christine, Monday Madness. Thank you for your service! 

Warm greetings also to our visitors: Diana, Eric, Trevor and Denise. We hope 
you find something here that keeps you coming back. 

Celebrating May sobriety birthdays (a total of 116 ½ years!) were: Wayne with 2 
years; Keith, 25; Jim, 9; Wayne, 2; Robert, 5; Brian, 2; Jay, 6; Mark, 1;,Tim 2; De, 
12; Andy, 24; William, 2; Coop, 14; Daniel, 9; Sara, 1; and Miles, with 6 months. 
Hey, you must be doing something right! Something to do with service, 
perhaps? Many happy returns to all! 

Looking for a service commitment? Come find out if the Hospitals and 
Institutions Committee is for you at the next Committee meeting on 
Wednesday, June 4, at the Santa Rosa Senior Center located at the corner of 
Bennett Valley Road and Rutledge Avenue (one block east of Santa Rosa 
Avenue). The regular meeting starts at 6:00 p.m.; orientation (to which all are 
welcome) is at 5:30. Come on down—and bring a friend! 

In Service, 

Mardi 
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2nd Wed at the Santa Rosa City Hall underground lounge. Speaker training is at 7pm, business meeting is at 7:30pm. They 
are currently looking for someone to help as a liaison with the media. Contact Nick or attend the next business meeting 
if you’re available. 
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Sonoma County Young People in Alcoholics Anonymous did not get the bid for the ACYPAA conference in 2009. They 
will try again next time, and thank SCIF for their support. SOCYPAA elections will take place on May 4th at 7:15pm at 
1551 Montgomery Drive in Santa Rosa. The next SOCYPAA activity is a Meeting and Dance on May 10 at the Alano Club 
in Santa Rosa. Meeting is at 8:30pm, dance 10pm – 2am. 
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Jamie was not present 
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On May 17th everyone is invited to the Post%Conference Assembly at the Lakeport County Fairgrounds. Our delegate, 
Sharon, is at the Conference in New York this week (of April 28) and the highlights of the assembly will be her update. 
At the next GS meeting on May 5, we will be electing a new liaison to District 18 (Spanish). Anyone in the district is eligi%
ble. Lick n’stick needs support! Last month only 7 people showed up. Come join us on Thursday May 8 at 6pm at the 
Faith Lutheran Church on Newanga Avenue in Santa Rosa. We’ll feed you pizza, soda, service and wonderful fellowship! 
We had a wonderful turnout at our Pre%Conference Assembly in Antioch, and sent our delegate to New York “swimming 
in our opinions”. 
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The Spanish Central Office (Oficina Central Norte) will be attending the Annual Conference in Orange County May 23%25. 
In June, they will have their anniversary. 
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W     Sign Language interpreters for Intergroup functions. This fund will be controlled by Intergroup for its own events 

only – to include workshops, speaker meetings, Alcathons and Intergroup meetings. An interpreter will only be hired 
for an event if specifically requested by at least one deaf member, who would thereby commit to attending. They are 
asking that Intergroup set aside $1500 for this purpose initially, and that the program be evaluated annually.”  
 
This Motion was approved with >2/3 majority: 50 votes in favor and 8 opposed.  
Group comments included: 

1.   Why is this item necessary, now, in this form? 
2.   SCIF needs to provide services to members that groups can’t provide 
3.   Support the idea, but decline the motion as written. 
4.   This motion helps deaf members, but not those who are “hard of hearing” 
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Y    The motion” That SCIF install a POS system (computer + monitor + peripherals + software) for more efficient 

tracking of sales and inventory, at a cost not to exceed $3,000” will be taken to Groups for sharing sessions and 
group conscience. 

This may be voted on at the May SCIF General Membership meeting. 
Several group conscience opinions in favor of the motion were heard, and questions were raised and answered 
about security and insurance against loss of the equipment. 
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CACHE CREEK GROUP: Mark V. 
The 21st Annual Meeting on the River will be held the weekend of June 21&22, 2008. $70 deposit due by May 1. Info: 
Chris 578%7402 or Laurie 827%3280. 
�&,,� ��*�
Bob P.



The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Gratefully in Service,  
Donna L. 
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